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THE ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY 
Western Australia Branch Inc 

 

 

LONG TO REIGN OVER US 
 

In September this year, Queen Elizabeth II, Head of the Commonwealth, becomes our longest ever  

reigning monarch, surpassing Queen Victoria’s 63 years and 217 days.  
 

A special musical Service of Thanksgiving to mark this significant occasion, will be held at: 
 

ST GEORGE’S CATHEDRAL  

AT 5PM  

ON SUNDAY 13 SEPTEMBER  
 

The Service is followed by a formal Reception in the Government House Ballroom.  

The Service is, of course, free and open to all.  

 

Members of the RCS WA Branch and their spouses are entitled to  

reserved seating (please contact the RCS office, with your name  

and the size of your party, to reserve).  

 

The Reception is ticketed and tickets will be available online in  

August.  

 

Profits go the Royal Flying Doctor Service, which received its  

Royal Charter from Elizabeth II sixty years ago this year. 

July 1 Canada  Aug 6 Jamaica 

 Rwanda  Aug 9 Singapore 

July 6 Malawi  Aug 31 Malawi 

July 7 Solomon Islands  Sept 6 Swaziland  

July 10 Bahamas  Sept 16 Papua New Guinea  

July 12 Kiribati  Sept 19 
St Christopher & 
Nevis  

July 26 Maldives  Sept 21 Malta & Belize 

July 30 Vanuatu  Sept 30  Botswana 
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PATRON 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

The Royal Commonwealth Society is an independent, non-sectarian, non-party organisation.   
Its objectives are to promote the increase and spread of knowledge  

respecting the peoples and countries of the Commonwealth. 
 

The headquarters of the Society is in London, with Branches, Sub-Branches, 

Honorary Representatives and Affiliated Organisations  
functioning throughout the modern Commonwealth. 

THE ODE 

 

“WE OF THE ROYAL  
COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY  

SHALL CONTINUE TO FOSTER  

GOODWILL AND AFFECTION  

BETWEEN PEOPLES OF  

THE COMMONWEALTH SO  

THAT ALL MAY LIVE TOGETHER 

 IN PEACE,  

SYMPATHY AND  

UNDERSTANDING” 

-  Major (Retired) Albert Owen Howes MBE JP 

INAUGURAL PRESIDENT OF HONOUR 

 Mrs Joan Tonkin MBE, JP (Dec) 

PATRON OF THE SOCIETY IN WA 

Her Excellency the Honourable Kerry Sanderson AO 

Governor of Western Australia 

VALE 

    Laurence John Connolly 

RCS WA Branch Honorary Vice President 

WA BRANCH  
 

 President/Chairman 

 Mr Terry P Spiro MEM, FIEAust  
 

 Vice President 

 Mr Clive Robartson AM 
 

 Councillors 

 Mr W Heel OAM 

 Mr W Scott OAM 

 Mr Rasa Subramaniam OAM, JP 

Mrs Joy Sinclair OAM 

Ms Jenny Day B.Ed 

Mr William Green BA 
 

 Honorary Vice Presidents  

 Sir Francis Burt AC, KCMG, QC (Dec) 

 Mr Laurence Connolly (Dec) 

 Mr Ian Puttick 
 

 Honorary Life Fellows 

 Sir William Heseltine GCB GCVO AC QSO 

 Dr Ken Michael AC 

 Mrs Julie Michael (Dec) 

 Mr Charles Burleigh 

 Mr Ronald Milton 

 Mr William Wilson MBE 

 Mrs Elizabeth Wilson 
 

 Honorary Fellows 

 Mrs Elizabeth Beggs 

 Mrs Carole Connolly 

 Mrs Dorothy Heel 

 Mr William Heel OAM 

 Mrs Joyce Ikin 

 Mrs Marie Radunovich 

 Dr John Radunovich OAM (Dec) 

 Mrs Jennifer Wycherley 

 Dr Paul Wycherley OBE 

We are sad to convey the passing of Laurence in 

April.  He had been a long standing member of  

almost 35 years and last November he was recognized 

for his lengthy service as Councillor on the Branch 

Committee and presented with the  

award of Honorary Vice President. 
 

On behalf of the Council, Members  

and staff of the RCS, WA Branch  

we convey our deepest sympathy  

to the Connolly family and friends. 

WA BRANCH PATRONS 
 

Vice-Regal (Protocol) 

Dr Ken Michael AC 
 

Speech and Leadership Contest - TBA 
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A Message From the Branch President  
I had the pleasure of representing the WA Branch at the first Australian National Meeting 

since the late 1980’s and have pleasure in sharing the following letter with you, which is an 

outcome of the meeting. 

 

Mr. Michael Lake CBE     
Director 
Royal Commonwealth Society  
Award House 
7-11 Matthew Street, 
LONDON SW1P 2JT UK 
 

RCS Australia National Executive Meeting, 2015 
 

I am writing to report to you on the outcomes of the recent meeting of Executive Members of RCS Branches from the Aus-
tralian States and Territories in Melbourne on Saturday 30 /Sunday 31 May 2015. It is the first time since 1992 that a na-
tional RCS meeting has been held. 
 

The Report of the meeting is attached. You will note from the Report the areas in which we plan to work together in the 
immediate future as well as the principal outcomes which will guide our national operations.  
 

In particular I have been asked to draw one key decision to your attention, namely:  
 

The establishment of a National Executive, consisting of Branch Presidents and other nominated members from states/
territories, and chaired by a National Convener (the presiding chair). 

  

National Executive meetings to be convened every two years, location rotating between State/Territory Branches, 
which undertake responsibility for meeting arrangements (venue, communications, accommodation, agenda etc.)  

 

The next National Executive meeting is planned for Canberra on a suitable date in March/April/May 2016 (an exception 
to the two-year rotation). A Brisbane meeting in 2018 was proposed to coincide with the Commonwealth Games. 

 

As convening Chair I have been appointed National Convener until it rotates to the ACT President in 2016. 
 

An important role for the National Convener will be to act as a conduit to you on matters of importance to us. However, 
your principal point of contact should continue to be with individual Australian States and Territories. 
 

There is a pressing issue I have been asked to bring to your attention. 
 

A number of Branches at the meeting expressed their concern that their relations with the London RCS headquarters had 
become very strained. This was put down to recent initiatives taken by London, unilaterally and without consultation, on 
issues of direct interest to our Branches - including the appointment of an RCS Pacific Regional Coordinator (Darryl Stevens 
of New Zealand), the branding/logo exercise, and the introduction of Associate Fellows. 
 

Our colleagues believed this raised important questions for us in RCS Australia, namely: 
 

Has your changed circumstances led to a different status between RCS London and overseas RCS Branches?   
Should we regard RCS London as the “headquarters” of RCS International? 
What are the Royal Charter provisions that relate to this, if any? 
What priority do you in London place on consultation and feedback with/from the Australian (and other overseas) 

Branches?  
In what way do you envisage a productive relationship evolving between the two?  

 

Let me assure you that the meeting was really appreciative of the support and guidance we receive from you and your staff 
in London. For example, the resources provided on the RCS website are excellent and very helpful to the Branches in their 
work. We all want this to continue. 
 

We look forward to receiving your reply. 
 

News of your plans for an RCS International gathering in London in 2016 was welcomed. 
Your suggested end of May date might be possible, though you should make early contact with individual state/territory 
branches. 
At this early stage RCS Australia Branches are hoping to be well represented.  
 

With kind regards 
 

Yours sincerely 

Lloyd Byrne 
National Convener  
12th June 2015  
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Queen Elizabeth II has, of course, been pictured on British currency for much of her reign, but she has also 

appeared on the money of various British Commonwealth states and Crown dependencies. With such a long 

reign (61 years so far) and so many nations issuing money with her image on it over the years, there are 

enough banknote portraits to construct a sort of aging timeline for the Queen. The age given below for each 

portrait is her age when the picture was made, which is not always the same as the year the banknote was  

issued (more information can be found at this interesting site maintained by international banknote expert  

Peter Symes). Here is Elizabeth through the years, on money. 

She was just a princess then. Her picture appeared on  

Canadian banknotes long before anything issued by the 

Bank of England. 

Newly Queen 

From a portrait taken by a Canadian photographer 

the year before she ascended the throne. 

From a painting commissioned in the 1950s by 

the Worshipful Company of Fishmongers, for 

Fishmongers’ Hall in London. 

1. Canada, 20 dollars, age 8 2. Canada, 1 dollar  , age 25 

3. Jamaica, 1 pound, age 26 4. Mauritius, 5 rupees, age 29 

5. Cayman Islands, 100 dollars, age 34 

Here she’s wearing the Russian style Kokoshnik Tiara. 

6. Australia, 1 dollar, age 38 

Not long after this portrait was taken, she would 

meet the Beatles. 
7. St. Helena, 5 pounds, age 40 

Perfecting the art of looking casual while wearing bling. 

8. Isle of Man, 50 pounds, age 51 

More bling for this portrait from her Silver Jubilee. 
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Back to Canada, where it all began, and where  

they like their Queen a bit laid back. 

  
9. Jersey, 1 pound, age 52 

Wisdom, experience, soulful eyes. 

10. Australia 5 dollars, age 58 

The confidence to go casual. 

11. New Zealand, 20 dollars, age 60 

Not the most flattering one. The green tint 

doesn’t help. 

12. Gibraltar, 50 pounds, age 66 

Silver hair and shiny diamonds. From a  

photograph taken at Buckingham Palace. 

13. Fiji, 5 dollars, age 73 

More silver hair, more shiny diamonds, and not 

so much smoothing of the wrinkles. 

14. Jersey, 100 pounds, age 78 

Face lined, eyes sparkly. She is looking right 

at you, and she looks good. 

15. Canada, 20 dollars, age 85 
Our thanks go to RCS Councillor  

Mr Rasa Subramaniam,  

for providing us with this wonderful article. 

~~~  ~~~  ~~~  ~~~  ~~~  ~~~  ~~~ 
Please take the time to check out the amazing  

link below on the Web which is a stunning  

compilation of photographs of our Queen from the time 

she was a baby to her Diamond Jubilee, which have 

been very cleverly morphed together.   

Many thanks to our Long Standing member  

Mrs Carole Connolly for this contribution. 
 

http://www.safeshare.tv/w/ThHvJnWnpr  

http://www.safeshare.tv/w/ThHvJnWnpr
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Magna Carta was not the first time that a monarch had 

agreed in writing to safeguard the rights, privileges and 

liberties of the clergy and the nobles – to place limits on 

the power of the crown. 
 

Henry I set a precedent on his accession to the throne in 

1100, thirty-four years after the Norman Conquest. He 

issued a royal proclamation – the Coronation Charter, 

designed to atone for the past abuses of his predecessor 

William Rufus. The ink was barely dry in the Domesday  

Book from fifteen years earlier, so it was vital to ensure a 

consistent income stream from the nobility for the busi-

ness of kingship, at least for the duration of his reign, 

which lasted thirty-five years. 
 

Yet even though the Coronation Charter is acknowledged 

as the precursor to Magna Carta, it was conveniently for-

gotten and / or ignored by four Kings, and almost one 

Queen, over the course of the next century. 
 

It was only after Archbishop of Canterbury, Stephen 

Langton, also in long term dispute with King John, dusted 

off the 113 year old proclamation of Henry I and showed 

it to the Barons, that the idea of a new and improved  

charter – a Great Charter took hold. 
 

Magna Carta, despite the pennant flying theatricality of 

the showdown at Runnymede in June, 1215, suffered a 

similar, yet more rapid demise than the Coronation Char-

ter. By August the same year, Pope Innocent III had an-

nulled Magna Carta, declaring it illegal and having been 

sealed under duress. King John therefore never lived with 

the full consequences of the Magna Carta humiliation, 

and by October of 1216, he had died of dysentery at the 

ripe old age of 50. 
 

By this time, great charters had achieved traction and had 

acquired a heritage. It had been shown that even procla-

mations of over a hundred years old could be used as  

leverage and justification in order to drag a reluctant king 

to the middle of a Berkshire field and force him to seal 

into law, articles and clauses concerning liberties, which 

we now call freedoms. 
 

Once these ideas of freedom were liberated by the events 

of 19 June, 1215, and it had been shown that not even the 

king was above the Common Law of the land, then 

Magna Carta became an idea which could never be unin-

vented, or unimagined. 
 

Besides, up to thirteen copies of Magna Carta were 

quickly made, (complete with spelling mistakes) and sent 

throughout the kingdom, often to the great cathedrals of 

England. Magna Carta had therefore gone viral. There 

were just too many important witnesses to the events of 

June 19th, many of whom were the bishops themselves, 

for Magna Carta to be ever denied or forgotten. 

 

   Over the course of the next 800 years, the idea of 

Magna Carta gathered momentum and assumed a 

greater authority in respect of the central key clauses 

concerning liberty and justice. These central clauses, 

usually referred to as 38 and 39, have not only stood 

the test of time, but have a potency of their own which 

has seen off hundreds of attempts at annulment, repeal, 

modification and suspension by successive monarchs 

and governments. 
 

   The importance of the principles enunciated in the 

Magna Carta cannot be underestimated.  Magna Carta 

has influenced common and constitutional law as well 

as political representation and the development of Par-

liament.  This is demonstrated in the way it embodies 

the principles underpinning the emergence of parlia-

mentary democracy and the legal system in the United 

Kingdom, in the free world more generally, and espe-

cially in the Commonwealth and here in Australia..  It 

limits arbitrary power, curbing the right to levy taxa-

tion without consent, holds the Executive to account 

and affirms the rule of law. 
 

   These principles are frequently taken for granted and 

often not fully understood.  In a number of Common-

wealth countries, which have voluntarily agreed to the 

principles underpinning democracy and rule of law as 

the criteria for entry to Commonwealth membership, 

they have too often been flouted. 
 

The contemporary relevance of the Magna Carta today 

is the foundation stone of the freedoms enjoyed by 

hundreds of millions of people in more than 100 coun-

tries worldwide and it enshrines the rule of law in our 

society.  It also limits the power of authoritarian rule 

and, while enshrining the principle that no one is above 

the law, it also paved the way for trial by jury. 

Denials of Magna Carta’s basic principles have led to 

the loss of liberties and human rights - even genocide, 

in many countries of the centuries. 
 

Of the four authentic copies of the 1297 version, one is 

on public display in Parliament House, Canberra. 
 

This anniversary of Magna Carta is being used to 

spearhead an education program by the Constitution 

Education Fund Australia to give younger Australians a 

better understanding of governance and especially of 

our Constitution. 

 
The Magna Carta has  

been the most valuable  

export of Great Britain  

to the rest of the world. 

Bibliography:  www.magnacarta800th.com 

  www.magnacarta.org.au 
  www.magnacartalegacy.org 

  www.cefa.org.au 



 7 

RCS WA Newsletter July-Sept 2015  

Our Thanks to Dr Dennis Jensen MP Member for Tangney 
 

We would like to acknowledge this edition of our newsletter has been printed by our  

Federal Member and Minister for Parliament, Dr Dennis Jensen and staff. 
  

We thank Dr Jensen for his very generous support of the Society in this way. 

RAAFA - AFA Club 

Air Force Memorial Estate 

Bull Creek Drive,  Bull Creek 
 
 

Come and enjoy the Club facilities!  
 

Open 6 days a week 

Mon - Thurs 11am to 6pm  
Friday - 11am to 10pm 

Saturday - 3pm to 6pm 
 

 

Weekly Lunchtime ‘Specials’ to enjoy: 
Mondays - $10 Roast of the Day 
Tuesdays - $10 Fish and Chips 
 

 

Dinner Dance Fridays 
5.30pm - 10pm with Music from 7pm onwards 
 

 

Simply show your RCS Membership Card 
For further information call 9311 4460 

WA BRANCH NEWS 
 

Royal Commonwealth Society Speech and Leadership Contest 2015  
 

To be held on:  Friday 24 July 2015.  

At:  The City of Melville, 2nd Floor, 10 Almondbury Road, Booragoon (behind Garden City Shopping Centre) 

Time:   Juniors 10am to 12pm 

   Seniors 1pm to 4pm 

This year, following a request for expressions of interest from students in Years 9 and 10, the Council has 

decided to run the contest in the new format of Juniors (Yrs 9 & 10) and Seniors (Yrs 11 & 12). 

We would like to invite all RCS members and also those that are interested to join us on the day, to  

listen to our possible leaders of tomorrow. 

We would like to thank Mayor Aubrey for allowing us to use the Council Chambers.  

~~~  ~~~  ~~~  ~~~  ~~~  ~~~  ~~~  ~~~  ~~~ 

RCS Diamond Jubilee Charity Ball 

Unfortunately due to unavoidable circumstances the Charity Ball has been cancelled. 

~~~  ~~~  ~~~  ~~~  ~~~  ~~~  ~~~  ~~~  ~~~ 

FOR YOUR DIARY: 

LONG STANDING MEMBERS FUNCTION - Sunday 13 September 2015 

We are Looking at organising a get together to coincide with the Queen Elizabeth II Celebrations at St. 

George’s Cathedral and will post you the details once finalised. 
 

Christmas Lunch, Wednesday 25 November, 2015 

The RCS WA Branch Christmas Lunch will be held on Wednesday 25 November, 2015. 

At Wings Restaurant, AFA Club, RAAFA Memorial Estate, Bull Creek Drive, Bull Creek. 

We envisage that it will include special guests and presentations.   

Further information will be in our next newsletter. 
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Direct Payment 
 

Membership Fees and Function payments can now be made directly into our  
 

RCS Bank Account, the details are as below: 
 

Account Name:  Royal Commonwealth Society Western Australian Branch Inc. 
  BSB:  306-044 
   Account No:  527294-7 
 

Please remember to put your name in the ‘Reference Line’ so we are able to record  

your payment and forward your receipt. 

 

 
 

July 24 Friday 10 - 12pm 
RCS WA Branch Speech and Leadership 
Contest -- Juniors Melville City Council Chambers 

10 Almondbury Road 
Booragoon 

July 24 Friday 1pm - 4pm 
RCS WA Branch Speech and Leadership 
Contest -- Seniors 

Sept 13 Sunday TBA Long Standing Members Function TBA 

Sept 13 Sunday 5pm 
Celebrating the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth II - Charity event 

St George’s Cathedral 
St Georges Tce, Perth 

Nov 25 Wed 12noon RCS WA Branch Christmas Lunch 

Wings Restaurant - AFA Club 
Air Force Memorial Estate  
Bull Creek 

 Office Hours: 
 

 Monday to Thursday 10am to 3.00pm 

 Phone:  (08) 9311 4451 
 Email:  RCS@raafawa.org.au 

S N  

Postal Address: 
 

The Royal Commonwealth Society 
Western Australia Branch (Inc) 
Air Force Memorial House 

Bull Creek Drive 
BULL CREEK   WA   6149 


