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22  St Lucia 23 Pakistan 

23  Brunei Darussalam 26 Bangladesh 
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THE ROYAL VISIT 
 

The RCS WA Branch was fortunate to have been invited to attend the very special 

Church Service at St George’s Cathedral in Perth that was attended by Prince 

Charles and the Duchess of Cornwall, who were accompanied by the Hon Mrs 

Kerry Sanderson, Governor of WA.  The Society was well represented with about 

25 members attending, including the President and Councillors. 
 

The Royal couple were joined by over 450 parishioners.  After the ceremony 

Prince Charles walked among a very long line of people  

continuously stopping to shake hands and speak to many,  

including a group of war  veterans, who served in the Royal  

Navy in World War II. 
 

Our very own member Mrs Lorna Hatcher was captured in the 

photograph to the left, with a beautiful beaming smile as she  

enjoyed saying hello to the Prince. 
 

Our President also had the good fortune to be invited by the Premier to  

represent the Society at Prince Charles 67th Birthday barbeque held at the 

Civic Centre in Cottesloe. Our President was able to shake hands and  

personally wish HRH a happy birthday from all of us. 
 

Unfortunately the festivities were cut short due to a spectacular electrical 

storm which lit up the skies and led the way to a torrential downpour. 

The RCS WA Branch President and Councillors 

wish all Members, Kindred members and Societies, the very best for 2016! 
 

~ We hope you enjoy reading this Summer Edition Newsletter ~ 
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PATRON 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

The Royal Commonwealth Society is an independent, non-sectarian, non-party organisation.   

Its objectives are to promote the increase and spread of knowledge  

respecting the peoples and countries of the Commonwealth. 
 

The headquarters of the Society is in London, with Branches, Sub-Branches, 

Honorary Representatives and Affiliated Organisations  

functioning throughout the modern Commonwealth. 

THE ODE 

 

“WE OF THE ROYAL  

COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY  

SHALL CONTINUE TO FOSTER  

GOODWILL AND AFFECTION  

BETWEEN PEOPLES OF  

THE COMMONWEALTH SO  

THAT ALL MAY LIVE TOGETHER 

 IN PEACE,  

SYMPATHY AND  

UNDERSTANDING” 

-  Major (Retired) Albert Owen Howes MBE JP 
RCS Western Australia Branch Councillor 1967—1991 

INAUGURAL PRESIDENT OF HONOUR 

 Mrs Joan Tonkin MBE, JP (Dec) 

PATRON OF THE SOCIETY IN WA 

Her Excellency the Honourable Kerry Sanderson AO 

Governor of Western Australia 

WA BRANCH  
 

 BRANCH COUNCIL  
  

 President/Chairman 

 Mr Terry P Spiro MEM, FIEAust  
 

 Vice President 

 Mr Clive Robartson AM 
 

 Councillors 

 Mr W Heel OAM 

 Mr W Scott OAM 

 Mr Rasa Subramaniam OAM, JP 

Mrs Joy Sinclair OAM 

Mr William Green BA 

 

Speech & Leadership Committee 

CHAIR - Prof. Lyn Beazley AO, FTSE 
 

Leadership Panel 

CHAIR - LTCOL Bill Collidge RFD 

LEUT John Ashworth ANC 

WGCDR Andy Shearman OAM 
 

Adjudication Panel 

CHAIR - Mr William Green BA 

Mr Alex Roseveare 

Ms Jenny Day BA 

Mr Alexander Hew BA(Hons), B.Ed, M.Ed 

Mr John Ambrose FAIM 

Ms Veronica Lake B.Ed 

Mr Michael Malone, Toastmasters 

Mrs Jo Sadler, Director of Community Svcs 
 

Timekeeper 

Mr Norman Paini BA, B.Ed 

 

Young Fellows Committee 

CHAIR - Ms Zoe Kalimeris 

Mr Benjamin Caulfield 

Mr Jet Kye Chong 

Mr John Fielding 

Ms Rebecca Green 

Ms Gia Kalimeris 

Ms Anna Lee 

Mr William Paparo 

WA BRANCH PATRONS 
 

Vice-Regal (Protocol) 

Dr Ken Michael AC 

We are sad to convey the passing of James in  

November 2015.  He had been a long standing  

member of 25 years. 
 

On behalf of the Council, Members and staff of the 

RCS, WA Branch we convey our deepest sympathy  

to the Stokes family and friends. 

VALE 

    Mr James Stokes 
of Cunderdin 
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A Message From the Branch President  
 

Happy New Year to everyone and I trust 2016 turns out to be a prosperous year. In my message to you in 

Issue 1 of 2015 I outlined the initiatives that we as your Council needed to focus on to ensure the rele-

vance and prosperity of the Branch and I am happy to say that this has been achieved and more. The Soci-

ety has the good fortune to have a strong and very hard working Council and I am grateful to all of them 

for their support, innovation to try new ideas and willingness to continue the journey we are embarked on. 

In that regard it is my pleasure to report that almost all of the initiatives identified in that newsletter are achieved or in progress. 

These include better recognition for the Society, streamlining our activities, more opportunities for youth, improving the profile of 

the Speech and Leadership Contest, new computer and website, new Young Fellows committee, and very importantly pursuit of 

sources of funding. In this regard I am hopefully going to have some good news for you by the next newsletter. I also draw your 

attention to the notice on page 7 titled “The Value of a Legacy”. 
 

My congratulations to Zoe Kalimeris on her election as inaugural Chair and her new Young Fellows committee who have literally 

hit the ground running. Apart from being inspired when you read Zoe’s message to members, on page 4, I am confident you will be 

very pleased to know that nearly all of Zoe’s team have come to us through participation in the Speech and Leadership Contest. As 

Chair Zoe will be invited to be a coopted member of the Council to participate in discussion, express ideas put forward by the 

Young Fellows, and be able to vote on their behalf. To say the least I am very pleased about the formation of the Young Fellows.  
 

Also included in this issue on page 6 is the confirmation that our new computer system and website are up and running. There were 

challenging moments for me answering the seemingly endless series of questions from Lotterywest as to why The Society should 

be considered for a grant and proving that what The Society does is for the benefit of the youth of Western Australia. Once again 

my thanks to our Executive Officer, Susie, for her support in this grant application process and for the professional way she han-

dled the transition from the old computer terminal, connected to the RAAF.A system, to the new computer system, whilst ensuring 

The Societies daily business continued without disruption. I also convey my Thanks to Councillor Rasa Subramanian OAM, for 

running with the setting up of the website and for finding John Fielding who had the expertise to develop the website and at no 

cost. Thanks to John for doing the website set up.  
 

In my last message in Issue 4 2015 I mentioned the probability of a Flag Raising ceremony to coincide with WA Day. I concede 

the original idea was perhaps grand in style and had a real chance of being interrupted by inclement weather. We are now pursuing 

a modified version to have a Flag Raising ceremony in Government House grounds on a smaller scale involving all the WA Cadet 

units including Police, FESA, Red Cross, CALM, and also Army, Navy and Air Force Cadets. This will be the first time all the 

WA Cadet units will be on parade together with the Defence Cadets and has support in principle from Government House. This 

allows us to use the GH Ballroom in the event of inclement weather. Also we have a new and innovative way to provide catering 

for this event, which will be at no cost to The Society.  
 

The Speech and Leadership Contest will continue this year in two sections, year 9 and 10 and Year 11 and 12, to all students in 

Western Australia, In the metropolitan area by application in the usual way and for the country regions by posting a USB of your 

presentation for the Adjudication Panel to consider. The SLC Committee are looking at new ways to promote the Contest and new 

ways of advertising the Contest. These are exciting times and we are up for the challenge. 
 

I am looking forward to the AGM in March and seeking your endorsement of new Branch Rules to further improve the way we do 

business. This will be the forerunner to some much needed changes to our Constitution, which we will look at when we know what 

the changes are to the Association Incorporation Act, 1986. See you at the AGM. 
Mr Terry Spiro MEM, FIEAust     

The Royal Commonwealth Society, WA Branch 61st Christmas Lunch 
 

In addition to the opportunity to enjoy your fellowship over lunch there were two additional highlights associated with the 2015 

Christmas Lunch. First we had the privilege of the company of our Branch Patron Dr Ken Michael AC, who gave us his first priority 

to join us over other high profile invitations he had, and our sincere thanks go to Dr Michael “Ken” as this allowed him to be availa-

ble for the second highlight being the presentation of Inaugural “Certificates of Recognition” to acknowledge 

the tireless effort of members working behind the scenes. The first two to be recognized are:  
 

Ms Veronica Lake, as Chair of the Education subcommittee supporting the SLC Contest and also for her  

involvement in the Commonwealth Day event at Government House for many years, and for the many students 

she personally supported to enter the SLC Contest over many years, from Applecross SHS, with many students 

reaching the finals and culminating in her student winning in 2014, and  
 

Mr Norman Paini, as Deputy Chair of the Education subcommittee, official timekeeper for the SLC Contest 

over many years and for the many students he personally supported to enter the Contest also over many years and for showing all of 

us that you do not need to win the Contest to be successful. Two of his 

students were able to secure scholarships for University studies due to 

their involvement with the RCS WA SLC Contest. One is Zoe Kalimeris 

the new Chair of the Young Fellows committee and sister Gia who gave 

an outstanding speech at the Commonwealth Day event at Government 

House last year.  
 

Dr Michael was very pleased to see so many Young Fellows at the 

Lunch and lined up for a photo with Professor Lyn Beazley, AO and  

Young Fellows;  Zoe Kalimeris, Anna Lee and Benjamin Caulfield. 
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All Welcome to attend the 
 

COMMONWEALTH DAY YOUTH  

HARMONY PROGRAM 
 

Performances and Presentations 
Presented by the Youth of Western Australia 

 

held in the distinguished presence of 
 

Her Excellency the Honourable Mrs Kerry Sanderson AO 
Governor of Western Australia 

 

to be held in the 
 

Government House Ballroom 
St. George’s Terrace, Perth 

 

Monday 21 March 2016 

Commencing at 2.30pm 
(please be seated by 2.15pm) 

 

Following the conclusion of the Program light refreshments will be provided in the Supper Room 
 

Please contact the office to confirm your attendance and if you require special seating requirements  
on 9311 4451 or via email:  RCS@raafawa.org.au  by no later than Monday 14 March. 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW  

‘YOUNG FELLOWS COMMITTEE’ 
 

Towards the end of last year the RCS Council provided an opportunity for the Young 

Fellows to establish a committee. Following our inaugural meeting a number of our 

Young Fellows have joined together and formed the Young Fellows Committee and 

have elected myself as the Chair.  
 

The purpose of this Committee is to plan and coordinate future events and opportunities for the youth 

of Western Australia, as well as collaborate with the RCS Council, in relation to presenting activities.  
 

Presently the Committee consists of 8 members, 7 of whom were Finalists in the Speech and  

Leadership Competition – these include:  Benjamin Caulfield, Jet Kye Chong, Rebecca Green,  

Gia Kalimeris, Zoe Kalimeris, Anna Lee and William Paparo. In addition we have enlisted the help  

of John Fielding, a UWA Engineering Graduate who has done a wonderful job in developing the 

RCSWA website at no cost to the Society. 
 

Currently the Young Fellows Committee are in the midst of organising the Commonwealth Day 

Youth Harmony Program (formerly the Commonwealth 

Day Youth Rally), which will be held on 21 March at 

2.30pm, in the Government House Ballroom.  
 

Council has kindly given the Committee the reins for  

organising this event, as well as accepted our change for  

a more appropriate title.  
 

The Young Fellows encourage you All to attend and 

would appreciate your support as this Event is one not  

to be missed! 

 Zoe Kalimeris   
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    The Commonwealth Theme for 2016 
 

     ‘An Inclusive Commonwealth’ 
 

 

We cordially invite you, your family, friends, your community and social groups to attend the: 
 

Commonwealth Observance 2016 
‘An Inclusive Commonwealth’: Inclusion through Literacy 

 

Multi-Faith Observance & Blessing of the new City of Perth Library 
5pm Sunday 13 March 

 

held in the distinguished presence of 
 

Her Excellency the Honourable Mrs Kerry Sanderson AO 
Governor of Western Australia 

 

The Commonwealth includes both developed and developing nations and literacy is a cornerstone 
of development. Through partnerships between nations (for example, between Australia and Vanu-
atu) more developed nations can assist in raising literacy levels in others. Literacy is empowering for 
the individual and leads to social, economic, and cultural inclusion. 
 

It is highly appropriate therefore that this year’s Observance leads directly in to the Blessing of the 
City of Perth Library. The stunning new state-of-the-art Library by Kerry Hill Architects (architects  
of the State Theatre Complex) opens in March and will be blessed by The Archbishop of Perth, The 
Most Reverend Roger Herft AM (Society member) immediately following the Observance, with the 
Cathedral Consort singing from the roof of the building!  
 

The City of Perth Library then generously hosts the Reception in Cathedral Square. 
 

Please contact the office to confirm your attendance and if you require special seating requirements on  
9311 4451 or via email:  RCS@raafawa.org.au, by no later than Friday 4 March. 

This year’s theme celebrates the diversity of the 

Commonwealth, which is made up of more than 

two billion people. Every one of them is different, 

and each of them has something unique to offer. 
 

The Commonwealth Charter asserts that everyone 

is equal and deserves to be treated fairly, whether 

they are rich or poor, without regard to their race, 

age, gender, belief or other identity. The Common-

wealth builds a better world by including and  

respecting everybody and the richness of their  

personalities. 
 

The theme refers to the values of tolerance, respect 

and understanding, as well as equity and fairness, 

set out in the Commonwealth Charter, and the rich-

ness of the Commonwealth as a family of nations 

in which each member state is valued equally and 

has an equal voice.  

In changing times, the need for the Common-

wealth to act as an inclusive network for mutual 

support, development and growth of opportuni-

ty and rights for all is as great as ever. 
 

Individuals, students and groups are encouraged 

to draw inspiration from and interpret the theme 

in their own ways. 
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LOGO Design Competition 

for the RCS Speech and Leadership Contest 
 

Open to all High School students in Western Australia. 

 

As our annual Speech and Leadership Contest is now expanding under the new Chairmanship of  

Professor Lyn Beazley AO and the Speech and Leadership Committee, in going forward we would  

like to have a dedicated LOGO for the Contest, that will be easily identifiable with it. 

 

Our judges will be looking for a design that embodies the values of the competition that  

incorporates commonwealth, speech and leadership. 

 

Entries:  must be received by 5 pm Monday 7 March 2016. 

 

Judging of Submissions:  will be held on Thursday 10 March 2016. 

The Judging Panel will include the Chair of the Contest, Professor Lyn Beazley AO and a special guest 

from the Art Gallery of Western Australia. 

 

Presentation:  Awards will be presented by the Governor of Western Australia to be held at  

Government House on Monday 21 March 2016 at 2.30pm. 

 

Prize:  $200 cash for the LOGO judged as the Winner 

Top 10 Finalists will receive - Certificates of Recognition 

 

How to Submit:  The LOGO design may be sent or delivered personally to our address, or  

digitally in both its original format and as a PDF, via email.   

The RCS WA Branch now has  

a New Computer System and WEBSITE!! 

Check us out - www.rcswa.org 

The WA Branch Council initiative to apply for a  

Lotterywest grant 2 years ago, has resulted in a new 

computer system.  At the same time, Council  

endorsed the draft of a format for the proposed new 

website, see RCS newsletter Issue 4, 2015. 
 

Thanks to our Councillor Mr Rasa Subramaniam 

OAM, for steering the completion of the website and 

for finding someone to construct the Website!  

We are now on-line! 

Of course there is still some tweeking to do, but   

we can now start adding more information and  

communication for members. 
 

We also take this opportunity to thank RCS WA 

Branch Young Fellow: 

John Fielding  

UWA Engineering graduate 

for freely giving us his time and expertise to bring 

this together.  

                         Thank you so much John! 
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RAAFA - AFA Club 

Air Force Memorial Estate 
Bull Creek Drive,  Bull Creek 

 

Come and enjoy the Club facilities!  
Open 6 days a week 
Mon - Thurs 11am to 6pm  
Friday - 11am to 10pm 
Saturday - 3pm to 6pm 

 

Weekly Lunchtime ‘Specials’ to enjoy: 
Mondays - $10 Roast of the Day 
Tuesdays - $10 Fish and Chips 

 

Dinner Dance Fridays 
5.30pm - 10pm with Music from 7pm onwards 

 

Simply show your RCS Membership Card 
For further information call 9311 4460 

 

Our Thanks to  

Dr Dennis Jensen MP  

Member for Tangney 
 

 

We are pleased to acknowledge this edition  

of our newsletter has been printed at the office 

of Federal Member and Minister for  

Parliament, Dr Dennis Jensen and staff. 
  

 

We thank Dr Jensen for his very generous  

support of the Society in this way. 

 
  

MEMBERS  - PLEASE NOTE 
 

You are all welcome to attend our  
 

62nd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

 To be held on 
 

Wednesday 23 March at 3.30pm 
In the  

Ev Nicholls Room, RAAFA Association Administration Building 

Air Force Memorial Estate,  Bull Creek Drive, Bull Creek 
 

Please refer to our last newsletter giving notice of this forthcoming AGM and business matters. 

 

Courtesy REMINDER.... 
 

Membership Subscriptions  

are now due 
 

 

Your RCS WA Branch Membership  

Subscription for 2016 is now due. 
 

Please see the back of the newsletter  

for our Direct Payment Bank details  

and postal address for cheques. 
 

If you have misplaced your Invoice,  

please call the RCS Office for a copy. 

               THE VALUE OF  

          A LEGACY 
 

Leaving a Legacy is a way to ensure the valuable work 

of The Royal Commonwealth Society, Western  

Australia Branch continues well into the future. 
 

Legacies provide a source of income, allowing us to 

plan and expand our work.  Remembering us in your 

Will is a way of ensuring that we can further promote 

the programs of the Society. 
 

Including a Legacy to the RCS WA Branch is straight 

forward, you can make a gift of a specific sum of  

money or a proportion of your residual estate.   
 

If you have already made a Will then all that is needed 

is to add a codicil. 
 

Your support of the Society  

would be greatly appreciated. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  
to our Vice President Mr Clive Robartson AM,  

on his appointment of Vice President of RAAF.A  

(WA Division) 
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Direct Payment 
 

Membership Fees and Function payments can now be made directly into our RCS Bank 
Account, the details are below: 
 

Account Name:  Royal Commonwealth Society Western Australian Branch Inc. 
    Bankwest    BSB:  306-044    Account No:  527294-7 
 

Please remember to put your name in the ‘Reference Line’ so we are able to record your payment 
and forward your receipt. 

  

S N 

 

Postal Address: 
 

The Royal Commonwealth Society 
Western Australia Branch (Inc) 
Air Force Memorial House 
Bull Creek Drive, BULL CREEK   WA   6149 

March 13 Sunday 5.00pm Commonwealth Multi Faith Observance & 
St George’s Cathedral 
St George’s Tce, Perth 

March 21 Monday 2.30pm Commonwealth Youth Harmony Day 

Government House 
Ballroom, St George’s 
Tce, Perth 

March 23 Wednesday 3.30pm 
RCS WA Branch  
62nd Annual General Meeting 

Ev Nicholls Room 
RAAFA Admin Building 
Bull Creek Drive 
Bull Creek 

April 25 Monday 6.00am ANZAC DAY - Dawn Service Kings Park 

Office Hours: 
 

Monday to Thursday 10am to 3.00pm 

Phone:  (08) 9311 4451 
Email:  RCS@raafawa.org.au 
Website:  www.rcswa.org 


