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The Royal Commonwealth Society  

 

It all started on 26 June 1868, when a group of individuals in London established a ‘literary and scientific body’ dedi-

cated to the greater understanding of what were then, British colonies. A year later it was granted a Royal Charter 

from Queen Victoria, elevating it to the level of other Royal Societies.  
 

The Society became increasingly progressive in the early decades of the twentieth century, admitting women as mem-

bers from 1922, and encouraging a young and diverse membership. It was given its present name, The Royal Com-

monwealth Society, in 1958. 
 

In 2018, after a number of name and venue changes, The Royal Commonwealth Society, with its 60+ branches world-

wide, is celebrating its 150th year as the oldest and largest organisation dedicated to the Commonwealth. 
 

Over the years, the role of the Society has evolved to meet the changing nature of the Commonwealth. Today, the So-

ciety continues its 150 year track record of championing international debate and action and providing a vibrant and 

valuable international network. Active in recognising and supporting young leaders, creating pan-Commonwealth 

youth, education and environmental programmes, the Society, through all its activity, promotes the value of the mod-

ern Commonwealth and the values upon which it is based. 
 

The Society is independent of government and works on behalf of all Commonwealth citizens. 

Commonwealth Walkway Trail Update 
 

In April the first marker was unveiled in front of Government House, in the pavement at the    

intersection of Pier Street.  A second marker has been unveiled at Parliament House with   

another in Kings Park, additional markers will be unveiled at other significant places around 

the city in the coming months, the trail links with the many other trails already established 

throughout the City.  
 

Each site in the route will be marked permanently with a large, in-ground bronze marker          

displaying the words Ngalang Bidi, which means ‘Our Path’ in the Whadjuk Noongar         

language, alongside the Queen’s personal EIIR Royal Cypher. 
 

Residents and visitors can enjoy a self-guided walking and learning experience which focuses attention on areas of  

history and places of interest in the city, including Aboriginal heritage and culture. 
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PATRON 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

The Royal Commonwealth Society is an independent, non-sectarian, non-party organisation.   

Its objectives are to promote the increase and spread of knowledge  
respecting the peoples and countries of the Commonwealth. 

 

The headquarters of the Society is in London, with Branches, Sub-Branches, 

Honorary Representatives and Affiliated Organisations  

functioning throughout the modern Commonwealth. 

 

THE ODE 
 

 

“WE OF THE ROYAL  

COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY  

SHALL CONTINUE TO FOSTER  

GOODWILL AND AFFECTION  

BETWEEN PEOPLES OF  

THE COMMONWEALTH SO  

THAT ALL MAY LIVE TOGETHER 

 IN PEACE,  

SYMPATHY AND  

UNDERSTANDING” 

 

-  Major (Retired) Albert Owen Howes MBE JP 
RCS Western Australia Branch Councillor 1967—1991 

 

INAUGURAL PRESIDENT OF HONOUR 

 Mrs Joan Tonkin MBE, JP (Dec) 

 

PATRON OF THE SOCIETY IN WA 

His Excellency the Honourable Kim Beazley AC 

Governor of Western Australia 

RCS WA BRANCH 
 

 President 

 Mr Terry Spiro MEM, FIEAust  
 

 Executive Officer 

 Ms Susie Norvilas 
 

 Vice President 

 Mr Tony Manolas 
 

 Councillors 

 Mr Max Scott OAM 

 Mrs Barbara Ewing-Manolas 

 Mr Jeremy Chetty 

 Mr William Paparo 
 

 Honorary Vice President 

 Mr Ian Puttick 
 

Young Fellows Committee 

Chair:  MrWilliam Paparo 

Deputy Chair:  Mr Melvin Tom 

Ms Zoe Kalimeris 

Ms Gia Kalimeris 

Ms Naomi Petering  

Mr Benjamin Caulfield 

Mr Zachariah Coleman 

Ms Rana Ibrahim 

Ms Shraddha Bose-Mandal 
 

RCS Education Committee  

Executive Chair  
Mr Norman Luigi Paini, B.Ed MACE   
 

Leadership Panel Chair: 
MAJOR (AAC) Bill Collidge RFD 

 

 Honorary Life Fellows 
 Sir William Heseltine GCB GCVO AC QSO  The 

Hon Malcolm McCusker  AO CVO QC 

 Dr Ken Michael AC 

 Mr Charles Burleigh 

 Mrs Carole Connolly 

 Mrs Dorothy Heel 

 Mrs Joyce Ikin 

 Mr Ronald Milton 

 Mr William Wilson MBE 

 Mrs Jennifer Wycherley 

 Dr Paul Wycherley OBE 
 

 Honorary Member 

 The Hon Michael Sutherland MLA 

 

WA BRANCH PATRON 
 

Vice-Regal (Protocol) 

Dr Ken Michael AC 
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A Message From the Branch President  
 

It has been busy and perhaps unpredictable start to 2018 and this sees me presenting a message to 

members for the first time this year in what is forecast to be our only newsletter for 2018. Neverthe-

less please enjoy the issue. 
 

The positives began with provisional approval in February by the School’s Curriculum and  Standards 

Authority for RCS WA to have an elective subject, in Citizenship, in the Western Australian Secondary Schools 

Certificate. My thanks to Norman Paini for his expertise and support of this initiative and vetting the application. 

The proposal to seek this approval was widely circulated and I believe responsible for the large increase in numbers, 

applying for the RCS WA Speech and Leadership Contest, and breaking recent records to the extent we had to cut 

off applications at fifty (50). Whilst a very encouraging sign the  increase placed a heavier than usual load on our 

administrative and volunteer capability, which requires us to plan for the same and probably more for next year. 
 

The transition to the ‘elective subject’ requires us to change our support committees and sees the establishment of an 

RCS Education Committee (RCSEC) and I am delighted to announce the appointment of Mr Norman Paini as     

Executive Chair. This new committee will comprise speech, leadership, protocol and networking subject sub     

committees and we are in the process of appointing Chairs for these who will be members of the RCSEC. We are 

excited about the prospect of funding opportunities from this initiative. 
 

As many of you know, I have, for the last four years been representing members on the Commonwealth Walkway 

Steering Committee (CWSC) who have now established the Commonwealth Walkway WA (CW-WA) and          

finalising the location of additional plaques. At a recent meeting the CWSC voted to appoint the RCS WA to take 

over the administrative role of the CWSC when its work is completed. This has the potential for the WA Branch to 

receive a funding grant and I will keep you posted. 
 

In addition to the above, retiring Director of The RCS London, Michael Lake CBE, in his review of the annual    

reports from 85 branches in the 53 Commonwealth countries, has identified Western Australia as the only Branch 

having a successful youth initiative that has retained membership numbers of recent years to offset attrition. This is 

an exciting development and I have been requested to lead a session on this initiative at the forthcoming RCS      

International Meeting in London.  
 

We also have our new Councillor Jeremy Chetty, founding Director of Student Edge, the most successful company 

in Australia in placing youth in employment, working with our Youth Fellows committee in conducting a series of 

Strategic Planning sessions, and the progress so far is outstanding.  
 

In amongst all of these positive moves we have been presented with some challenges, which Branch Council has 

had to deal with. 
 

Accommodation at Bull Creek is at a premium and RAAFA have exercised their option on the contract with RCS 

WA to discontinue the agreement between us and providing us with the required 6 month notice. The administration 

building where we have been located for almost 20 years is now being converted to a temporary Club and            

Restaurant so the existing site can be redeveloped. RAAFA did provide us with an alternative location for an office, 

however it was decided by Branch Council that we should look at other options, closer to the City and currently the 

RCS WA office is closed, with our furniture and records in storage at no cost, normal email still active, the website 

is still active, all committees will remain operational and the telephone is switched through to my mobile.  
 

Also despite almost three years of lobbying, writing letters and sending out grant applications Branch Council has 

been unable to secure operating funding and therefore have had to cease employment of our Executive Officer Susie 

as at 30 September, and continue operating purely on voluntary effort, to allow sufficient funding to be available for 

the usual activities to continue through to 30 June 2019. More about this at the AGM and the options we have to 

secure funding. 
 

I take this opportunity to thank our Executive Officer Susie Norvilas for her tireless effort in undertaking the       

administrative duties and the way she has become a friend to us all providing The Society with a stable contact point 

for daily operations and a link to all our kindred and support organisations. Thank you Susie. 
 

In that regard Branch Council has brought forward the AGM to Wednesday 24 October 2018 for members to      

consider the options as to how they wish the RCS WA to proceed whilst operating on predominantly voluntary    

effort, and to also receive some positive news on accommodation options currently being explored. 
 

As President I am confident what we are going through is temporary as we are making all the right strategic moves 

to engage with youth and positioning ourselves to be able to generate our own funds, and the current level of       

success, in my view, will see The Society prosper well into the future.  
 

See you all at the AGM.          Mr Terry Spiro MEM, FIEAust  
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AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE CADET (AAFC) GRADUATION PARADE 
Written by:  Melvin Tom, Deputy Chair, Young Fellows Committee 

 

Being able to attend the Australian Air Force Cadet (AAFC) Graduation Parade was an  

amazing privilege. On the 23rd of January, Chair of the Young Fellow Committee William 

Paparo and I attended the graduation parade at Base Pearce in Bullsbrook on behalf of Branch 

President Terry Spiro. We were there celebrating the achievements of young cadets who had 

undergone officer courses. Standing amongst parents, senior officials and cadets, the sense of 

pride and respect towards the graduates was very clear as they had demonstrated high levels 

of commitment and leadership. 
 

I saw this event as a wonderful opportunity to gain insight on how other youth based          

organisations functioned in order to craft young people into future leaders. Through our   

presence there, William and I were able to reach out to the young cadets about the many   

leadership opportunities that RCS offers and many were eager to attend our events and competitions. 
 

Attending the Cadet Graduation Parade was an       

incredible opportunity for us to celebrate the success 

of determined young leaders. We were able to       

build bridges between the two organisations and share 

our own experience being part of the RCS and its 

many benefits. It was therefore a delight to be part of 

this process to build connections with organisations 

like the AAFC. 

Australia Day Citizenship and Awards Ceremony  
Written by:  Benjamin Caulfield, Young Fellows Committee 

 

On a beautiful sunny Australia Day, Naomi and myself attended the combined 

annual WA Community Citizen of the Year Award and Citizenship Ceremony 

organised by the City of Perth, representing our President, Terry Spiro. The 

event welcomed 60 new Australians, who took an oath or affirmation to uphold 

Australia’s democratic values and liberties as part of their duties as citizens. 

The ceremony also recognised outstanding achievement by both individuals 

and community organisations across a wide range of areas in the community.   
 

The governor, Her Excellency the Honourable Kerry Sanderson AC, and the Lord Mayor of Perth, the Right       

Honourable Lisa-M. Scaffidi addressed the new citizens and assembled dignitaries. Both speeches highlighted the 

success of our diverse state and how well it places Perth for a globalised future, as well as speaking on leadership 

and making effective change. The need for inclusive and long-lasting beneficial change was a focus of both         

addresses, and was discussed as needing to understand and learn from past experiences. 
 

Highlights of the ceremony included the choral presentations of ‘A Capella West’, which delivered stunning        

renditions of “We are Australian” and “Shelter”. Their singing brought rapturous applause and provided a suitable 

musical backdrop to the event.  
 

The other component of the ceremony was the presentation of the WA Community Citizen of the Year Awards, 

within the City of Perth. The individual award was presented to Caine Chennatt, who has been working on making 

the arts more accessible to those with disabilities, such as tactile, 3D versions of paintings for those with blindness, 

as well as the inaugural Inclusive Arts Week at UWA. The organisation award was presented to the Lions Club of 

City of Perth (Host) for its work at community events, and through its significant contribution to eye health in     

Australia through the Lions’ Eye Institute in Nedlands.  
 

As the most successful multicultural country in the world, citizenship ceremonies are important events in our     

communities, as they not only display our cultural diversity, but demonstrate that all Australians are brought        

together by their beliefs in multiculturalism, sense of justice and democracy, the ability to contribute to their         

communities, and their belief that our values and institutions are worth upholding regardless of social or political 

change.  
 

The RCS once again congratulates the worthy and well-deserving award recipients and new Australian citizens for 

their past, present and future contributions to the communities to which they are part of, and thanks the City of Perth 

for its invitation to and ongoing support of the Royal Commonwealth Society.  
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COMMONWEALTH DAY EVENTS 
 

COMMONWEALTH DAY MULTI FAITH OBSERVANCE 
 

The annual Commonwealth Day Multi Faith Observance was conducted at                

St George’s Cathedral, Perth on Sunday 11 March, which is based on one similarly 

observed at Westminster Abbey in London. 
 

During the service, The Honourable Mrs Kerry Sanderson AC, delivered The     

Commonwealth Day Message from Her Majesty The Queen, Head of the Common-

wealth. 
 

Representatives from the Baha'i, Buddhist, Catholic, Christian, Jewish and Muslim 

faiths, offered prayers and readings from their own respective scriptures. 
 

We give our thanks to the students from Peter Carnley Anglican Community School, 

Hale School and Irene McCormack Catholic College who carried a selection of the 

flags of the nations of the Commonwealth. 
 

Participating in the service were RCS WA Branch President, Mr Terry Spiro, delivered 

the second reading and Mr Amit Kumar Mishra, the Consulate-General of India (WA) 

read the Commonwealth Affirmation. 
 

The Very Reverend Richard Pengelley, Dean of Perth presided over the Service and in 

his Introduction, gave thanks for the faithful service rendered by Her Majesty The Queen and Bishop Kate    

Wilmott spoke of the 150th Anniversary of the RCS and the Commonwealth.  The St George’s Cathedral Con-

sort under the direction of Joseph Nolan, Organist and Master of Choristers, presented a wonderful repertoire. 

 
COMMONWEALTH DAY YOUTH HARMONY PROGRAM 

 

The continued success of this event is due to the organisation by the Young Fellows Committee and the very       

talented performers from Atwell Primary School Choir, Penrhos String Orchestra, Scotch College Pipe Band, 

and the dancers from Hampton Senior High School. 
 

The Master of Ceremonies was Zachariah Coleman, winner of the Leadership Award, Speech & Leadership 

Contest in 2017 and is on the Young Fellows Committee.  His presentation was very  

professional indeed. 
 

The Moorditj Noongar Community College was represented by Miss Zoe Horner and Mr 

Cassius Turvey who gave the ‘Acknowledgement to Country’ under the direction of Mrs 

Roma Winmar, Noongar Language Teacher 
 

This year the junior choir from Atwell Primary performed for the first time under the  

direction of Ms Jackie Ewers, the 70 students performed two songs, with their      

second song ‘Úma Familia’ receiving a resounding response from the audience. 
 

The Honorable Mrs Kerry Sanderson AC, spoke on the Commonwealth Theme for 

2018 ‘Towards a Common Future’, the Commonwealth Walkway project and the 

contribution of young people playing a vital role in developing a sustainable and 

harmonious future for our world.. 
 

The message from the Youth of Western Australia to Her Majesty, The Queen     

was written and presented by Miss Shraddha Bose-Mandal, who was the Senior  

Division Winner, RCS Speech & Leadership Contest 2017. 
 

Mr Nandu Shibu, Junior Division Winner, RCS Speech & Leadership Contest 2017, 

read Her Majesty’s Commonwealth Day Message. 
 

The program was thoroughly enjoyed by the audience and the performers             

and concluded with afternoon tea, provided by Morley Senior High School Canteen.. 



 6 

RCS WA Newsletter 2018 

 

On Friday the 18th of May, the Royal Commonwealth Society held its annual Speech and            

Leadership Contest at the Constitutional Centre in West Perth. This year the contest had approx.     

50 participants from years 9 – 12.  The contest and finals were held over the course of the day, with 

two sets of adjudicators, it was a very full and exciting day. 
 

Participants of both divisions were required to complete a 5-minute prepared speech on the theme: 

“If I could change 1 thing…” and were assessed on their delivery and content. The leadership     

component of the contest had the participants respond to a series of questions by the leadership adjudication panel  

concerning their leadership qualities and associations. 
 

The Master of Ceremonies, Professor Melinda Fitzgerald from the Perron Institute for Neurological and Translational 

Science and the adjudicators were very impressed with the quality and standard of all the participants.  
 

Winners were declared after each division by the MC, with certificates being issued by Dr Ken Michael AC and     

Professor Lyn Beazley AO. 
 

The Kerry Sanderson Award was given to the ‘overall’ winner in each division who performed outstandingly in both 

the speech and leadership components of the contest.  
 

The Award winners were:  
 

Junior Winners: 

Overall Winner of the Kerry Sanderson Award: Eliza Chaney, Iona 

Speech Winner of the Dr Ken Michael Award: Naeema Adani, Australian Islamic College 

Leadership Winner of the Malcolm McCusker Award: Fatima Merchant, Perth Modern 

The Lyn Beazley Encouragement Awards to: Harry Frodsham, Scotch College & Avaria Nepia, Gilmore College 
 

Senior Winners: 

Overall Winner of the Kerry Sanderson Award: Amy Van Viersen, Woodvale Secondary College 

Speech Winner of the Dr Ken Michael Award: Marnie McKenna, Willetton Senior High School 

Leadership Winner of the Malcolm McCusker Award: Conor Patton, Scotch College 

The Lyn Beazley Encouragement Awards to: Michel Pelias, Hampton Senior High School & Winifred Taylor-

Williams, St Mary’s Anglican Girls School 
 

The Royal Commonwealth Society commend and congratulate all who participated in the contest and extend special 

thanks to all who were involved, for the time and commitment you gave, it would not have been possible without each 

and everyone one of you. 
 

The Society greatly appreciates the opportunity to use The Constitutional Centre of Western Australia, for the Contest, 

once again, for this premier event in our calendar and in particular wishes to formally acknowledge, the special effort 

by staff, which contributes to the success of the event. 
 

We acknowledge and thank the Speech & Leadership Committee: 

Professor Lyn Beazley AO, FTSE, FACE, CIE (Aust) – Executive Chair, RCS Speech & Leadership Committee,        

MAJOR (AAC) Bill Collidge RFD and Gia Kalimeris, Young Fellows Committee representative 
 

Our special thanks go to MC, Professor Melinda Fitzgerald, the Speech Adjudicators: 

Dr Simon Carroll from WA Museum, Head of Science, Collections and Research 

Mr Thomas Paparo, Debating Coach and Adjudicator at John XXIII 

Annie Halstead and Katharine Honeybul from Financial Toolbox, seen below with Professor Julian Heng, Associate 

Professor of Neuroscience, Curtin Health Innovation Research Institute 
 

and the Leadership Adjudication Panel: 

Mr Geoff Hurren and Mr Lincoln George from the Department of Communities 

Major Trevor Hogan (ARA)(Ret), Mr John Triplett, LEUT John Ashworth ANC 

Prof. Lyn Beazley & Prof.  

Melinda Fitzgerald with  
Amy Van Viersen with  

Dr Ken Michael AC  
& Marnie McKenna 

Prof Fitzgerald  
& Conor Patton 

Prof. Beazley 
& Eliza Chaney 

Dr Ken Michael AC  
& Naeema Adani 

Prof. Beazley & 
Harry Frodsham 

Prof. Beazley with 
Andrew Storer & 

Michel Pelias 
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This RCS WA Branch hosted event was held on Saturday 2 June in the grounds of Government House on a       

beautiful warm and sunny day enjoyed by over 200 people.  It continues to be a unique and wonderful occasion for 

Cadets WA to come together in one event.  Participating cadet units were:  Emergency Services Cadets, Police 

Rangers, Australian Navy Cadets (ANC), Australian Air Force Cadets (AAFC) and Australian Army Cadets (AAC), 

and they came from as far north as Geraldton and Jurien Bay and as far south as Rockingham and Mandurah. 
 

The Reviewing Officer of the day was Acting Commissioner, Western Australia Police 

Force, Mr Stephen Brown APM.  He gave a fun and inspiring speech to the cadets and 

thanked them for their commitment to their units and the work they do in the community. 
 

Our guest speaker, Mr Lincoln George, from the Department of Communities, spoke 

about Cadets WA, informing us that there are over 10,000 cadets in Western Australia, he 

thanked them for their time, commitment and the voluntary work they do within the community. 
 

Finally our thanks to our invited dignitaries, all those that participated, those behind 

the scenes including cadet unit leaders and parents, Rotary Club Freshwater Bay and 

our Young Fellows Committee for their assistance on the day, including Master of 

Ceremonies Mr Melvin Tom, Deputy Chair RCS Young Fellows Committee (YFC),               

Mr William Paparo, Chair YFC and Mr Zachariah Coleman YFC. 
 

Also a very special thank you to Mr Trevor Hogan for stepping in as Parade Coordinator at the eleventh hour! 

 

65th Annual General Meeting 
 

NOTICE is hereby given, in accordance with Part V 24 (5) of the Constitution that the  

65th Annual General Meeting of the Royal Commonwealth Society,  

Western Australia Branch Inc. will be held on 24 October 2018 

commencing at 2.00pm in the Meg Olive Room,  

RAAFA Administration Building, Bull Creek Drive, Bull Creek. 
 

 The business of the Annual General Meeting shall be: 
 

 Consideration, and if approved, adoption of the President’s Report, Financial  
 Statements and the Auditor’s Report for the preceding Financial Year. 

 

 Election of Auditors at a remuneration to be fixed by the Branch Council. 
 

 Endorse the President as Representative to the Royal Commonwealth Society,  
 London. 
 

 Consideration of any other matters requiring resolution by the meeting of which  
 due notice shall have been sanctioned by the Branch Council. 
 

 General Business excluding matters requiring resolution. 
 

For catering purposes we would appreciate if you would notify us, either call or email and 
also should you not be available to attend and would like your apology registered. 
 

Terry P. Spiro MEM FIEAust 

PRESIDENT 

WA DAY FLAG RAISING CEREMONY & CADET PARADE 

* Please note:  check our website for many more photos of all our events 

Mr Stephen Brown APM,  

CDR Geoff Hurren &  

Mr Terry & Mrs Ann Spiro 

Hon Pierre Yang MLC,  

LT Colonel Bob Colligan (AAC) 

Mr Colligan & Mr Terry Spiro 
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     IN THE DIARY 

SURFACE 

MAIL 

POSTAGE 

PAID 

AUSTRALIA 

 

Direct Payment 
 

Membership Fees and donations can now be made directly into our: 
RCS Bankwest Account, the details are as below: 

 

Account Name:  Royal Commonwealth Society Western Australian Branch Inc. 
    BSB:  306-044 
     Account No:  527294-7 

 

Please remember to put your name in the ‘Reference Line’ so we are able to record  

your payment and forward your receipt. 

To 30 
October Tuesdays 1.10pm WAAPA - ’Classical Tuesdays’ Concerts 

Edith Cowan University, 
Mt Lawley  

24 October Wednesday 2.00pm ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Meg Olive Room 
RAAFA Estate, Bull Creek 

 
 
Phone:  (08) 9311 4451 
Email:  RCS@raafawa.org.au 
Website:  www.rcswa.org 

S N 

 

Postal Address: 
 

The Royal Commonwealth Society 
Western Australia Branch (Inc) 
c/o PO Box 3555 
EAST PERTH   WA   6892 

 

Our Thanks to Ben Morton MP, Member for Tangney 
 

We are pleased to acknowledge this edition of our newsletter has been printed  

by the office of Ben Morton MP. 

We thank Mr Morton for his very generous support of the Society in this way. 


